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Construction industry ..,

ln'ihe regulatory process, OSHA
received substantial input on the special

on in-

iïir:
work-

forëÊ): OSHA.þeSitgitoreO the require-
ments'of the fitíal éôhstruction standard
to rsflect diffeirences in various types of,
consfuctioñ operatio¡s. The variäion in
the oçc\sure and work conditions within
thê industry were po¡nted out by the low
,exÞosures and well-controlled conditions
prevailing in construbtion operations in-

_'volving the installation of new asbestos-
containing products a5 compared to the
exposures and work conditions typical of
major demolition, renovation and asþS. .

tos-removal operations.
The "high-hazard" operations are

grouped separately iñ the OSHA stan,
dard. For example, the section on protec.
tive clöthing differs for typical construc-
.tion pröjects from that for removal, deçÇdi.
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tion and renovation operatlons. Also in this
latter case, the êtandard specifies exten-
sive and stringent iequirements for en-
closed negative-pressure regulated areas
to confine asbestos fibers to an enclosed
area and protect other employees and by-
standers on the site.

The Environmentá Protection Agen-
cy (EPA), whose autho.rlly extends
beyond the workplace, is proceeding with
additional regulation of asþestos under
the authority of the Clean Air Act (Federal
Register, 29 January 1986, p.p..3738-
3759). EPA points out that asbestos is a
known human carcinogen with an esti-
mated 3,300 to 12,000 cancer cases per
year in the United States as a result of past
exposure to'asbestos. Despitethe know.n
risk of asbedos, substantial amounts of
material ar6tstill mined, imported and
used ìn co'rimercial products. About
240,000 metric tons were used domêsti-
cally in 1984.

EPA is proposing to prohibit the man-
ufacture, importátion and processing of:
(1) asbestos-cement pipe and fittings, (2)
roofing felts, (3) flooring felts (and felt-
backed sheet flooring), (4) vinyl-asbestos
floor tile'ánd (5) asbestos clothing. ln
additidn, EPA is proposing to establish a
permit system to phaseout all other
asbestos products.

The ASHRAE Standard 62-198i
"Ventilation for Acceptable lndoor Air
Quality" includes asbestos jn.its list of con-
taminants of indoor origin and indicates
the use of "best available control tech-
nology" since asbestos is a known
human carcinogen.

Both Standard 62-1981 and a draft

suS iS reached within affected industries,
and approval is given by the Society's
tsoard A Þirecters. I
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Asbestos exposure t¡ m¡t reduced

New OSHA standard w|l significantly reduce health risk in workplace;

requirements for compliance tailored to various types of operations

J.E. Cox, F.8., Ph.D.

Director ol Governilrent Aflairs

THE PERMISSIBLE exposure limit to
I asbestos in the workplace has been

redUced lrom 2,0 to 0.2 fiber per cubic
centimeter (f/cc) of air The Occupational

istration (OSHA),
or assu.ring safe-
rmined that em-

ployees exposed to asbestos (along wjth
tremolitëi anthophyllite and actinolite). face
a sigrtificant health risk and that the new
standârd will significantly reduce that risk.
Thahealth risks includp asbestosis, lung
cancer, pleural and'p-eritoneal meso.
thelisna and gastrointd5tiñal çancer . .,

Thê 0.2 ficc limit is for an eight-hou¡

Register,20 June 199.6, pp. 22612,22790).
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